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whole time and energy on the programme of work. I should like to submit, at this
stage, that if you are not prepared to go in for complete boycott, it will be no use
for you to boycott the Councils only.
"After all, let us be consistent. Let us be for complete boycott or none at all.
I am an extremist and my principle is—all or none. If I am to advocate a policy
of the capture of public bodies I would like to capture every public body. If we are
to boycott at all, why not boycott completely and concentrate our attention and
energy on some other programme ? Therefore, I would earnestly plead for the
acceptance of my amendment, because I know public opinion in India to-day re-
quires it.
"Now a word or two on Mahatmaji's resolution. In ^ the preamble, you
are asked to endorse the action of the Working Committee in subscribing
to the Delhi manifesto. It is for you to consider whether on the 3ist
December 1929 you are prepared to endorse it. I am not prepared to
advise any one to do it Again, are you prepared to accept reference to
the Round Table Conference ? I would not call it a round table. It is
certainly not round. I would call it square. A Round Table Conference is a confer-
ence between two belligerent parties, between plenipotentiaries representing opposite
sides. I ask you whether the people in India are invited to send any of their
representatives with full powers to negotiate with the representatives of the British
Government Or, are we assured that the conclusions arrived at at this conference are
to be ratified by both parties ? Are we sure that the conclusions^ of the conference
are not to go up for the reconsideration before the British Parliament ? You know,
when the treaty was drawn between Britain and South Africa the conclusions arrived
at at the conference of both parties were regarded as sacred by both the parties. I
know for a fact that in the case of the South African constitution ^drawn up at the
conference, in spite of its grammatical errors, it had to be ratified by the British
Government, and the British Parliament could not even correct those grammatical
errors. That is what a round table conference means. What is the character of the
conference that has been offered to India ? The Simon Commission and its para-
phernalia are to be there and the conclusions of the conference are to go before the
Parliament. It is not merely the people of India that should send representatives
to the conference but the European Chambers of Commerce and the Ruling Chiefs.
Is there a fight between the British Government on the one hand and the European.
Chambers and Ruling Chiefs on the other ? Is there any fight proceeding between
Government and loyalists ? I know of no such fight. When there are these bodies
to send in their representatives to this conference, I say it is not a round table
conference. But, unfortunately, people in this country insist on calling it so and Bri-
tishers are equally insistent in not calling it a round table conference. One argu-
ment more and I have done. The resolution refers to the constructive programme as
a method whereby we have to achieve the political emancipation of India. I would like
the House to consider whether the constructive programme, which ^the Congress has
been pursuing for the last few years, is something which is sufficient to enable us
to reach the goal of complete independence. No doubt there is a reference to civil
disobedience in the resolution. But I submit that the civil disobedience will never
come until we can organise the workers and peasants and depressed^ classes on^ t&eir
specific grievances. If my programme is adopted it shall be sufficiently efiectwe to
march on the road to Independence. I appeal to the supporters of the resolution to
note the altered circumstances and feeling of the people, particularly the younger
generation, and accept my motion." (Applause.)
dr. alam objects to reference to viceroy.
Dr. Alam objected to the appreciative reference to the Viceroy because on
the day they were banding down to posterity the Charter of Liberty the same
resolution should not bear the trace of slavery. This amendment had been defeated
in the Subjects Committee by only one vote. He hoped the Congress would reserve
that vote.
other amendments.
Mr. H. O. Raja (Madras) moved an amendment that besides civil disobedience,
the Congress should organise labour in order to bring about a general strike. Hardly
had Mr. Raja begun his speech wfeen he was greeted by shouts of "No, go back**.

